4                           THE ROSICRUCIANS.

During the age of James the First, Charles the First,
even during the Protectorate, and again in the time of
Charles the Second, the singular doctrines of the Rosicru-
cians attracted a large amount of attention, and excited
much keen controversy. Sundry replies or " apologies "
appeared on the part of the Rosicrucians. Among them
was a most able work published in Latin by Dr. Robert
Flood,-at Leyden, in 1616. It is a small, closely printed,
very learned octavo, entitled, Apologia Compendiaria Prater-
nitatis de Rosea Cruce, &c., and abounds in knowledge. It
is an exceedingly rare work; but there is a copy in the
British Museum. All this long period was marked by con-
siderable speculation regarding these Rosicrucians. Pope's
" Rape of the Lock " is founded upon some of their fanci-
ful cabalistic ideas. The Spectator contains notices of the
mystic society; and, to prove the public curiosity concern-
ing the Rosicrucians, and a strange incident, the particulars
of which we are going to supply from the best sources now
for the first time, we may state that there is included, in one
number of Addison's elegant series of papers called the
Spectator, a resumption of a notice, and some after-comment,
upon the supposed discovery of the burial-place in England
of one of these mighty men, the Rosicrucians. The story
is to the following purport, as nearly as it can be gathered.
We have written much more fully of it from other means ;
for the Spectator's account is very full of errors, and was
evidently gained afar off, and merely from hearsay, as it
were. It is, besides, poor and ineffective, gathered from no
authority, and produced with no dramatic force ; for the
life and the beliefs of the Rosicrucians were very dramatic,
at the same time that the latter were very true, although
generally disbelieved.
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